
Pierre Narcisse Dorion (Lorion), HBC Voyageur (1807-1887) 
(Son of Bernard Lorion & M-Catherine Chalifoux) 

&  Cecile Mawishk McDonell  (1813-1875) 
όŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƻŦ !ƭƭŀƴ aŎ5ƻƴŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ hƧƛōǿŀ ά/ƻǳƴǘǊȅ ²ƛŦŜέύ 

Married June  1837, Mission of Mattawan, Ont. 
 

Compiled by Karole Dumont-Beckett (updated Oct. 2018) 
 

List of Records   

¶ 1830-1840 HBC Service record. Narcisse Lorion, Voyageur (Norway House, 
Mattawan & Lac des Allumettes) 

¶ 1837 Marriage: Pierre Narcisse Lorion ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ƳŀƧŜǳǊΣ άŜƴƎŀƎŞ ŘŜ ƭŀ .ŀƛŜ 
ŘΩIǳŘǎƻƴ ŀǳ ǇƻǎǘŜ ŘŜ aŀǘǘŀǿŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƛŜ /ŜŎƛƭŜ Mawishk McDonell is listed 
ŀǎ άƳŞǘƛǎǎŜέΣ ōŀǇǘƛǎée, majeure. Witnesses: Jean-Baptiste Sabourin and Alex 
Benoit.  Note that their two children, Narcisse Jr. (b. 1836) and Marie (b. 1834) 
were legitimized ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ άŀǳǘŀƴǘ ǉǳŜ ŘŜ ōŜǎƻƛƴέ όas it was imperative)  

¶ 1871 Census Υ /ŜŎƛƭŜΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘǇƭŀŎŜ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ Manitoba, race as Scot.  

¶ 1875 Death : Cecile Mawishk McDonell, Mattawa, Ont. (smallpox) 

¶ 1887 Death: Narcisse Lorion Sr. Mattawa, Ont. 
 

CHILDREN 
1. Marie Lorion (b. 1834 Red River, MB ς d. 1912, Mattawa).  Baptism record: 

Father is listed as Voyageur, and mother as Cecile Magdeleine. Godparents: 
Jacques Lorion & M-Josephe Lorion. (Spouses: 1) Donald Wilson   2) John 
McCracken   3) John Jean-Baptiste Sauvé) 

2. Narcisse Lorion Jr. (b. 1836 Red River, MB ς d. 1872, Mattawa).  Baptism record: 
Father is listed as « gardien du poste (HBC) » and mother is listed as Cecile 
Mawishk, de la Nation des Sauteux. Godparents: Francois Roy dit Portelance 
and Elizabeth Nibinskijikosew. Spouse : Elizabeth (Eliza) Gleason, 1864 

3. Sophie Marguerite Lorion-Dorion (1838-1921) Baptism record: Mattawa 
Marriage 1858: Antoine Colton 

(*it is around that time that Lorion and Dorion were both used. McDonell and 
McDonald were also used for Marie Cecile.) 

4. Caroline Marianne Dorion (1845-1916) Spouse: Joseph Lapensée-Clausier, 1864 
(no baptism located) 

5. Daniel Donell Dorion-Lorion (1847-1874) 
6. Alexandre Dorion-Lorion (1849-1923) Spouse: Emillie Martel 
7. Julia Dorion-Lorion (1852-1875)   Spouse: Moise Robert 
8. Louisa Dorion-Lorion (1855-1877) Spouse: William Wright 

 



1830-1840 HBC Service record. Narcisse Lorion, Voyageur (Norway House, Mattawan 
& Lac des Allumettes) 

 

NOTE:   

Narcisse Lorion was a 3rd ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ±ƻȅŀƎŜǳǊΦ IŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ I./ ŀǎ ŀ άƳƛŘŘƭŜ Ƴŀƴέ 

in 1830 and was posted to Norway House. In July 1834, he returned to Montreal with his country wife 

Cecile Mawishk McDonell, and their baby girl Marie, who was baptized in Pointe-aux-Trembles in 

1835. In 1835, narcisse was posted at Fort Coulonge as a labourer, and then in Mattawa in 1837, where 

he and Cecile were married in church by Father. Charles de Bellefeuille. Narcisse left the HBC in 1840.     

/ŜŎƛƭŜ aŀǿƛǎƘƪ aŎ5ƻƴŜƭƭΩǎ Sauteux mother is not mentionned in any documents. She was a Sauteux 

of Red River, Manitoba where Allan McDonell, spend many years in the service of the MWCo and then 

the HBC. Cecile is listed in documents as Sauteux, Metisse, and native of Manitoba, which proves that 

she and her two siblings were not the children of Margaret Cameron as some researchers previously 

believed based on the records available at the time. ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǇǊƻǾŜǎ 

that she too much younger than Allan to be the mother of Alexander, Sophie and Cecile.   

Based on that discovery, we now know that Chief Factor, Allan McDonell, had at least three children 

ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ hƧƛōǿŀȅ άŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǿƛŦŜέ, whose identity is unknown, as is the identity of so many First Nation 

women of that era:  Alexander (1808-1841), Sophia (1811-1835), and Cecile (1813-1875).   

¶ Cecile married by contract to Narcisse Lorion, about 1833, Red River, MB, then in Mattawa in 

1837 

¶ Sophia married John Livingston in Red River 1834 and drowned in 1835, with her half-sister 

Margaret (1825-1835) in Red River, MB 

¶ Alexander married Marianne McKay at Fort Temiscamingue, Qc in July 1837.  

!ƭƭŀƴΩǎ Ojibwa wife died before 1825, at which time he was posted in Temiscamingue, Qc and took a 

second country wife: Margaret Cameron, d/o Aeneas Cameron and his Algonquin country wife.  In 

муопΣ !ƭƭŀƴ aŎ5ƻƴŜƭƭ ƛǎ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ wǳǇŜǊǘΩǎ [ŀƴŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ мупоΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ 

Cameron settled in Montreal, Qc.  



1837 Marriage (p1 & 2) Υ tƛŜǊǊŜ bŀǊŎƛǎǎŜ [ƻǊƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ƳŀƧŜǳǊΣ άŜƴƎŀƎŞ ŘŜ ƭŀ .ŀƛŜ 

ŘΩIǳŘǎƻƴ ŀǳ ǇƻǎǘŜ ŘŜ aŀǘǘŀǿŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƛŜ /ŜŎƛƭŜ aŀǿƛǎƘƪ aŎ5ƻƴŜƭƭ ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ 

άƳŞǘƛǎǎŜέΣ ōŀǇǘƛǎŞŜΣ ƳŀƧŜǳǊŜΦ Witnesses: Jean-Baptiste Sabourin and Alex Benoit.  

Note that their two children, Narcisse Jr. (b. 1836) and Marie (b. 1834) were 

legitimized ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ άŀǳǘŀƴǘ ǉǳŜ ŘŜ ōŜǎƻƛƴέ όŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƳǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜύ 

 

 



 

  



1871 Census Υ /ŜŎƛƭŜΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘǇƭŀŎŜ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ aŀƴƛǘƻōŀΣ ǊŀŎŜ ŀǎ {ŎƻǘΦ Narcisse and 
Cecile have 4 children with them: Donald (Donell) 22, Alexander 20, Julia 18 and 
Louise 14.   
 

 

  


